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INDIAN RESERVATICNS DEVELCPMENT MEETING
WHAT DCES IT MEAN?

On May 4th, a urique meeting was held in the Fleasant leint Tribal Hall.
It had gccd peints and had peints, strengths and weaknesses. Te scme pecple
it may have been the heginning nf a new way of life on the 3 Reservaticns in
Maine., Tc other peeple it may have seemed ~ mrre ef the same r~ld talk., Let's
lock at this meeting and see what some of its features were.

It was uriqus in that it was calleé by a State Governor (Kenneth M, Curtis)
and held en the Reservatien ~n a Saturday "t~ assure the maximum participatien
by the representatives ef the Indian tribes," (a quetatiern from the first »f
two letters nf invitatien sent t~ key individuals by Gev. Curtis,) The Geverror
also Indicated in these letters that he wanted this meeting to be considered
"as a work sessi~n te gain a better idea of where we new stand in the improvement
of physiecal facilities cf the three Reservatinns and what specific steps need
tn bPe taken by which agencies tn continue development as fast as the Tribes
themselvas think suitable.” Surely this is the first time in the history ef
Maine's tribes that the Executive leadership nf the State has taken such an inter-
est in Reservatien and Trihal develrpment., Whether this interest is viewed as
useful er dangereus must be Aecided by every individual independently -~ certainly
the interest is in line with efficial expressions frem Tribal leaders regarding
asaistance in hrusing, sanitatirn and ecencmic develcpment programs fer the Res—
ervatirns,

A grod sign at the meeting was that the "head table" consisted of enly ene
nor—Indian (the Geverncr's Administrative Assistant, Allen FPease) and 7 Indians
(Pleasant Print Gev, Jrseph Mitchell, Indian Tewnship Grv. John Stevens, Penob-
scot Lt, Gev, Fred Niccla, Pleasant Pcint Housing Autherity Chairman Eugene
Francias, Indian Tewnship Housing Autherity Chairman Gerrge Stevens, Jr., Penebscct
Hﬁusing)Authnrity Chairman Matthew Sappier, and Passamaqueddy CAF Director Archie
LaCeete),

A pcer aign at the meeting was that there were very few ether Indians pre-
sent — perhaps »nly 15 frem all 3 Reservatinons., Why was this? Passamaquodddy
Legislative Represeutative Geerge Francis felt it was hecause people were '"scared"
to come, having had toc many prnr episcdes with the State in the past., Peneb-
scot County CAP Aide (and Penobscet Tribal member) Fhyllis McGrane felt it was
because the Indians have heard teo many prcmises before and n3 lenger see any
value in talking about programs — they want tn see the programs themselves.
Others suggested that the peeple whe received Gcv. Curtis' persdnal invitations
hadn't teld nther Tribal members abcut the meeting, cr that peeple hain't under-
stecd that amyone eould attend evew if they hadn't received an individual invite-
g tien. Whatever the reascn, the Indians were ccnsiderably ~ut—numbered!

It was goed te hear the Tribal lnaders and the Tribal Heusing Autherity
Chairmen reperting on the status ef new, complex Tribal programs. As cne ef
Hecusing Chairmen put it, this wa? the)first time he had ever had tc address
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a group ef that ccrt. Another Housing Chairman expressed his eoncern abeut
the size and-speed of Seme of the new programs by saying'#hat "prmgress-has: ”
been gond — almrst mrre than we can handle" and by saying that he didn't knew
if the Indians could absmrrb all this interest ~n the part ef the government.
This is an impcrtant point, as sad experience has shewn ®hat where tribes aecept
government prngrams they de nct fully understand (and eontrecl) they often—times
end up with something they dén't. really want!

i A benefit ef the meeting wes that the representatives ~f the many federal
and state agencies present learned mnre about each ~ther's pregrams., We would
think that the various branches of gnverrment could keep track of cne another,
but are glad if they learned better hew varieus programs might be fitted tegether.
It dees seem kind of silly, however, for this mutual geverrment understanding.s...
to take place at a Reservatien meeting, It remains te he seen whether the Ihdian\
people of the 3 Reservations will know mnre about grverrment programs as a result /|
cf the meeting, Much will depend en hew much information the Tribal leaders
gained, and hLow well they can pass this on tr their renple, We understand that
the Dept. nf Indian Affairs plans tn mimecgraph a summary report of what was dis-
cussed. Perhaps enocugh copies ef this will be made ac that every tramily can
have nne, tr study if they are interested.

Fr~m the repcrts submitted t~» the meeting by various individuals, it seems
that sanitation programs for Pleasant Print and Peter Dana Peint are moving along -
quite well, with federal mcney promised just within the past week er so tefere
the meeting. The Pennbsert Hrusing Authority has sent in its first applicatien
fer 40 housing urits for that Reservatien. Apparently the Passamaquoddy Housing -
Authorities will rnew hegin wcrking on their hecusing applicaticns; the Penobscet
Autherity will begin wnrking en its sanitatien program applicatiens.

MUCH PASSAIIAQUODDY CONCERN WAS EXPRESED FOR THE PRINCETON "STRIP" ON THE }
INDIAN TCOWNSHIP RESERVATION. HOUSING FCR THIS COMi{UNITY DEPENDS ON SANITATION {
MONEY FOR THE AREA. THIS MONEY IS TNCLUDED IN THE JUNE 17TH PRIMARY ELECTION
BOND ISSUL WUESTION. If the brnd issue passes the veters of Maine, the "Strip!
should be able tm participate in the prcgrams the other cemmunities or reserva-
tions are in the prncess rf getting. THE BOND ISSUE (WESTION AISO INCLUDES
LvPORTANT SCHOOL COiSTRUCTION MONEY FOR ALL THREE RESERVATIONS.  EVERYONE SHOULD
VOTE YES ON BOND ISSUE wUESTION NUMBER 1 ON JUNE 17TH.

The prssibility nf a demcnstration self-help housing pro ject for the Passa-
maquoddy Tribe was discussed, but nothing definite decided. This discussinn
was somewhat cver—-shadewed by a calm statement frem a representative of the
federal Housing Asasistance Administratien that it might be prssible tc construct
half the hnmes needed nn the Reservatiens befcre the ceming of next winter, This
seems ineredikly fast t» us, but we are sure the Housing Authorities will 19ck
inte this matter and will mrve as rapidly as seems desireable.

Many people commented en the importance of planning Reservatien programs
so that the final result is satisfactnry te everyene. With Passamagucddy CAP
and the 3 Hcusing Authorities all undertaking various planning programs, we are
sure this need will net bhe cverleoked. Economic develeprent >f the Reservatiens
was menticned only occasienally, but part of the planning will surely focus en
eccnomic and employment programs the Tribes need. The need for recreatien facil-
ities and tribal buildings was also emphasized and discussed. Many specific
questiens about the proposed housing programs were brought up, and must be worked
out between the Housing Authorities, their people, and the federal and state
agencies involved. Interest, however, seems high on the part of the pecple -
lcoking at present housing on the 3 Reservations, it is easy tc understand both
the interest in hcusing and the suspicicn of gevermment housing programs.

In conclusien, it appears that progress is being made — certainly more
interest is being shown in Maine Indians than was true in the past. The future?
Most Indians will want tc werk and wait and see what happens, before they commit
themselves too deeply. The Pleasant Point Little League Team benefited from t
meeting, however - the ladies had prepared a lunch, and contributicns seemed to
be quite generous! (See next page for list of agencies present at the meeting.
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WHO WAS THERE?

The following is a fairly complete list of the agencies represented at
the May 4th Indian Reservations Development meeting, by 1 or more persons:

Pleasan’ Point Tribal Ccuncil and Housing Authority, and VISTA program
Indian Township Tribal Council and Housing Authority
Penobscot Tribal Council and Housing Authority
Passamaquoddy Tribal Councils'! Community Action Program
U. S. Dept, of Housing and Urban Develomment

U. S. Economic Development Administratien

U. S. Farmers Home Administration

State Dept. of Indian Affairs

State Dept, of Economic Development

State Division of the Office of Economic Opportunity
State Planning Office

State Water and Air Envirormmental Improvement Commissior
State Dept, ef Finance and Administration

State Executive Department

State Dept. ¢f Education

Legislative Committee on Indian Affairs

Dincesan Division of Indian Services

American Friends Service Committee

Wright. Pierce, Barnes & Wyman

Office of U. S. Represcntative William Hathaway
Educational Design, Inc.

CURTIS URGES BOND ISSUE TO AID MAIIE INDIARNS

AUGUSTA (AP) - Gov. Curtis yesterday reported unprecedented progress
toward improving Indian reservation housiag and urged voters to approve a bond
issue for related purposes in a June 17 referendum.

In a statement distributed at a news conference, Curtis said leading repres-
entatives of the three reservations met with officials of several state and federal
agencies at Pleasant Point Saturday. The meeting, which Curtis arranged, had
the broadest representation of any meeting ever held involving Indians.

An official of the U. S. Department of Housing & Urban Development reported
to that meeting that some home construction might begin this year. Under this
plan, the federal government would pay all costs of building the houses and then
rent them to Indian families at nominal rates with £n option to buy.

"I am committing the attention and services of all appropriate state agen-
cles to work closely with the DHUD and the tribes in order to assure continued
progress in this area at the fastest rate acceptable to the Indian people them-
selves," Curtis said.

Leaders of the Passemaquoddy and Penobscot Tribes made it clear they are
willing to cooperate with the state in this development, he said, 'to transform
the reservations into healtty communities where members of the tribes may live
and work in safety and pride i1f they so desire."

The Penobscot Tribal Housing Authority has completed application for 40
new housing units. The Pleasant Point and Indian Township authorities are in
that process end the federal government recently approved sanitation grants total-
ing nearly $500,000.

The bond isste coming up for referendum voting June 17 would provide for a
sewerage project on the Princeton Strip settlement in Indian Township, and for
schools at Indian Township, Pleasant Point, and Indian Island.

(From the Portsmouth, N.H., Herald, 5/8/68)

VOTE YES - REFERENDUM QUESTION # 1 - STATE-WIDE ELECTION - JUNE 17TE - VOTE YES
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EDITOR: Eug2nia (Thomas) Thompson
(Penobscet)

News and stories may be submitted to the Newsletter for publication
at the’ following addresses:

Onglusamwessit MAINE INDIAN NEWSLETTER
Taquask'nikizoos Pine Street,
Pnhodamwikizoos Freeport, Maine 04032
Amusswikizoos or

Kikkaikizoos Mary Yarmal
Muskoskikizoos Pleasant Point Reservation
Atchittaikizoos Perry, Maine oL667

Wikkaikicnos
Montchewadokkikizcos
Assebaskwits
Abonomhsswikizocs
Ketchikizoos *

On or before the
fifteenth,

*See page 9

or
Morris Brooks
Indian Township
Princeton, Maine oL668
or
Carol Dana
Indian Island
01d Town, Maine 04468

COMMENTS

"Ve have the greatest need, therefore we need the greatest help."

'"We operate to the heart,

we dun't need to march.'" "We don't make as

much, we have difficulty getting jobs, basket making doesn't pay much,
we we still hunt as our ancestors did, we live close to nature." Gov-
ernor Joseph Mitchell quietly stated. He excused his English, when he
spoke before an audience on Indians, because he was more at home in the

Passamaquoddy tongue.

Even still he spoke tothe hearts of people, be-

cause he represented a still proud nation, whose spirit cannot and will
not be broken., Even in the midst of poverty, whose men earn only $430
per year, it is difficult to be poor, but is is not difficult to be an
Indian, because we have a legacy. It is difficult to Jive the white

man's way, because it sets limits. These limits are necessary for our

young people, to be abl.

to survive., We cannot set time back, but we

can set it ahead. We will need the greatest help because we have the

greatest need.

We need your vote at the June 17th referendum,

*

You are cordially invited to attend The Second Annual New England
Powpow, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July 12,13, & 14, at Circle .9
Ranch, Rte. 28, Epsom, New Hampshlre. Bring your tipis and tents, pap-

ooses.

The Republicans have done it again ! In its haste to solve the
Indian problem, the Republican party at the State Convention, held in
Bangor on Saturday, kay 11, 1968 adopted a platform in which they pro-
rosed the adoption of a long range program designed to assimilate fin-
ally the Indiar population of our state, This is one method of solving
the problem, another would be genocide. OLviously the Republicans
"want to solve the problem, but at the expense of dealing-equally with
the people involved. They are not. concerned with the fact that per-

haps the Indians as a whole may not want to assimilate. They look at
the Indians as used cars, something to be moved froa one lot to anothez

(CAantinned An mnnme O)
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"LO, THE POOR INDILN'
' by
; RALPH NADER
(Editor's note: This article is being reprinted from The New Republic.
The first part is included in the April issue of the Newsletter, '‘and is
concluded here.) i TR Vi
) ?he Task Force, were it not divided into a majority and small
minority position over shifting the BIA's functions to HEW, might have
made a far stronger case against the BIA. Illustratively, Senator
Rober§ Kennedy's subcommittee has pointed attention to the failure in
quantity and quality of BIA reservation schools., Since these schools
brgeg despondency, cultural inferiority and alienation, it is not sur-
prising that the dropout rate exceeds 50 percent. Mismanagement of
BIA'S supervisory responsibilities over land, timber and water resources
is legion. Last year BIA negligence led to major forest fires including
one on the Mescalero Apache Reservation in New lMexico and another on
the Quinault Reservation in Washington. BIA has managed to oversee the
leasing and franchising of valuable reservation property riglts ani
income opportunities into predominantly non-Incian hands, Even busboys
in the restaurants on the Cherokee reservation are non-Incdian; while
Indian boys stand or sit idly by tre roadside. Still, BIA will not
Supply inquiters with a list of all the franchises given non-Indians on
the reservations.

Secrecy in the BIA hHas boarded on the Byzantine, The complexities
of the government-Indian trust relationships, the undisclosed details
of trust funds held in the Treasury Department, and the fraclionated
land heirship probleu on reservations are all wrepped up in the BIA's
endemic secrecy. It is not even possible to receive from the Bureau a
reliable estimate as to the number of Indians on the reservations who
are not scerviced., Ilioreover, services are uneven in any given Program
and a few reservations become BIA "favorites'" for one program or another,
depending on the needs of Indian politics.

By not dealing with the fundamental malaicse of the BIA, the white
House will see its slightly refurbished proposals consigned to & limbo
of resonant rhetoric. Ouite possibly, the Administration did not want
to upset the intricate relationship which BIA has built up with grazing,
timber, mining interests in the vest, on the one hand, and its Indian
associates on the reservations whom young Indian reformers call derisively
"Uncle Tomahawks,'" Moreover, many Indian chiefs, fearing that change
could place them at a great disadvantage and peraaps activate the semi-
dormant federal teriiination of the reservation policy approved by
congressional resolution in 1953, cling to the Bureau as the best bul-
wark against change. They could not be more accurate in this estimate
of the Bureau's molecular inertia as well as the omnipresent pressure
from several congressiien for renewing the termination policy whereby
reservations would be dissolved. Completed terminations on the Klamath
reservation in Orcgon and Menominee in Wisconsin have had terribly adverse
effects on Indians and their locgl economies, Without a land base,
Indians will scon cease as distinct cultures,

Until the recent hearings by Sen. George McGovern of the Senate
subcommittee on Indian affairs, there have been no meaningful hearings
on Indian poverty. There is no indication, however, that the Pureau will
be subjected to a probing congressional oversight hearing. Criticism
directed at the Bureau has been for neot terminating reservations fast
enough., Jemes Gamble of the Senate subcommittee staff, with the apparent
knowledge of Senators Henry Jackson (D, Wash.) and Clinton Anderson (D,
N.}.) has long been the chief congressional worker for termination of
Indian reservations and assimilation of the Indian into the mainstream

; (Continued on page 6)
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"LO, THE POOR INDIAN"
(Continued from page 5)

of American life. The intensity of his animosity toward what he considers
Fhe privileged position of Indians and the BIA, which he says has a vested
interest in this position, is almost startling. Not until 1967 did the
Indian affairs subcommittee in the Senate and House lose their total grip
on matters Indian. Both Senators Robert Kennedy and, to a lesser extent,j
Abraham Ribicoff (D,Conn.) held hearings during tue past year on Tndian
urban ghettoes and Indian education. Sucha trend may lead to a fresh
approach toward understanding at least the diilensions of the Indian pre
blem and the priorities in policy-making.

For example, Professor Gary Orfield of the University of Virginia %
believes the key focus should be in providing the Indians with jobs.
Emplcyment, he believes, would radiate the kinds of self-confidence and
options that offer freedom of choice and break the vicious circle of pov-
erty. "gven allowing for the rapid population growth, 1t is obviouus that
the basic economic problem of the Indian communities could be sclved by
the provision of 40,000 jobs. This would seem a small deiand for a nation
where civilian employment has ircreased an average of 723,000 each year {
from 1955 to 1965, and where the last five years *the average increase
has been almost 1.5 million per year.'" Analysis after analysis of the
reservations' economic potential points to wnat has to be done to achzeve
this relatively modest objective. Provision of adequate loan funds
to finance tribal enterprises and incentives to attract indus*try are often
recommended., Conservation projects, recreational site developments,
public housing construction and other community improvement projects can
He more immediately iwmplemented. There is solid precedent for success
in job creation in the Indian Emercency Conservation wWork prograa during
the thirties. Some 15,000 nmen were put to work in a few months time.,

(From The New Republic, by Ralph Nader, 3/30/68)

/

Correction

‘;
Sirs: ;
3
{

A line was omitted in my article "Lo, the Poor Indian" (March 30).

On page 14, column two, (page 5, third full paragraph in April Maine
Indian Newsletter), the final sentence of the second full paragraph should
read: With responsibility for Indian health services already in HEW, 4
the Task Force diplomatically concluded by emphasizing that "HEW programs
emphasize human development as contrasted with Interior's program emphasis
on conservation and natural resources."

Ralph Nader

(From The New Republic, 4/6/68)

YOUNG CHEROKEES PROTEST EMPHASIS ON NEW INDUSTRIAL SITE

(Editor's note: the above article was started in the April issue of
t+he Newslétter and is concluded here.)

These older people have formed what, translated into English from
Cherokee, they have a lawyer, Stuart .irgpp, working with them, trying
to figure out the exact nature of their problem. Mr. Trapp comments
that its complexities seem almost beyond definition. They weave back
into the great history of this people, oncd a sovereign nation that 2
had its own highly efficient government, its own police force, a system'v
of courts, and public schools. e

Cherokees, like the other members of the Five Jivilized Tribes,
were among the chiéf architects of the State of Oklahoma. The Cherokees
Choctaws, Chicasaws, Creeks, and seminoles, forced into Indian Territor;
by the determination of the southeast states to appropriate their lands
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YOUNG CHEROKETES PROTEST...
(Continued from page 6)

pioneered this region. Cherokees were Ollehoma's first leterate settlers.
They produced its first newspaper,

. Thesg first Oklahouans got cought in the sawe divisions that wrenched
white Americans asunder in the Civil War. It left most of thew terribly
i ‘mpoverished.

' When Congress gove Oklahoma statehood in 1907, it assvmed that the
Indians would become part of the mainstream . It ended their tribal
gove;nqents. When the Indian Reorganization Act of 1948 ceme along,
providing for tribal government elsewhere, ti left out the Five Civilized

Tribes.
As Mr. Keeler sees it, the next needed call the Original Cherokee
Community Organization. (Ed. note: ?)

Under a grant from the Field Foundation, step i:. economic recovery.
Innumerable Oklahoma Indians, living in and around Oklahoma City, Tulsa,
and other population centers, are prosperous citizens. Back in the oil-
boom days, some Osage people became wealthy, The poverty problem centers
in remote places like this eastern hill country.

'""Most of the Indian people around here,!" ccamients Ralph F. Keen,
Mr. Keeler's lieutenant as general busiress manager for the tribe, '"live
on welfare, We're trying to change this situation."

Qutlet for skills

By last fall, 60 Cherokees had been employed for industcrial-site
consrtuction. Once operating, lr. Keen points out, it had permaneni jobs
for 40, This winter, new construction - an office building, a warehouse-
has provided work for more,

Actually the project reaches farther.

Sam Sanders, a Cherokee and former newspaper reporter, manages the
Arts and Crafts Center. It provedes an outlet for Indian craft .orkers
in nearby villages. They produce fabrics, sports clothes for ilen and
women, ceramics, and other objets d'art carved from wood.

Besides, Mr. Sanders works with surrounding commuunities in develop-
‘ing craft guilds. Cherokee craftsmen are noted for their hoiespun woolens.
Since 1935, the Indian Arts and Crafts Board of the Interior Departuent
has worked with Oklahoma Indians, helping them develop great weaving
skills,

Tahlequah is offering Indians other employient opportunities. The
Cherokee National Historical Society last year opened to the public a
Cherokee Village, illustrating the Indian way of life around 1700. It
had an average of 200 visitors on weekdays, 600 to 800 over weekends.
Projects mean jobs

Col. M.A.Hagerstand, the society's executive vice-president, says
this year or next will see the opening of a 3,000-seat amphitheater.

Dr. Kermit Hunter, who wrote the Cherokee drama, "Uato These Hills"
piven every summer by the prospering Cherokee remnant in North Carolina,
has written an epic historical drama to be presented here.

Such projests, points out Mr. Keen, mean jobs. The Cherokee Village
uses 30 to 50 Indians during eight months nf the year. The drama will
employ 10C throughout three summer months. In North Carolina, the Chero-
kee project has hrought enough money into the community so that federal
Indian welfare expenditures have cropyed from over $114,000 annually to
$50,000 between 1960 and 1965,

"jJe're trying to remain so flexible," observes Mr. Keen,'"that we

- can take advantage of anything that comes along. This isn't an Indian
problem, Itds a people's problem."
(Continned nn pare 8)
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YOUNG CHEROKEELS PROTFST...
(Continued from page 7)

: Oklahoma is a state where this can be said meaningfully. The inter-
m}xture of Indian and white blood is close to universal. Young Mr. Keen,
with a background as specialist in Indian affairs, offers himself as a
case in point. "I'm half Cherokee," he says, "but I was raised as though
I were a full blood. My father was Irish, my stepfather was Chocktaw.

We lived in Osage country. So Osages always could call me a Choctaw and
Choctaws could always say I was a Cherokee!"

Mr . Keen says he hasn't any time for critics of what the Keeler
administration is doing here. As indicated, there are critics. Finis
J. Smith, chief of the Nighthawk Keetoowah Society, describes the Chero-
kee situation - meaning Mr. Keeler's role as appointed chief - "a gross
violation of American democratic ideals,"

This contains an allusion to the Cherokee Executive Committee, a \
sort of advisory cabinet formed to work with Mr. Keeler in 1GS48. Apparentl
none of its members speak the Cherokee Janguage. Tjey are not elected
by the tribe. They dc represent, as iir. Keeler's supporters point out,

a potential reservoir for futur: elected tribal leadership.

Trying to sum up a situation so complex that even Cherokees adnmit
to numerous uncertaintiés, a renorter cowing from the outside would set
down these conclusions as fact:
Mr. Keeler, as principal chief, obviously believes that building up a
Cherokee economic base will make possible a continuance of Indian culture,

kis critics represent a resurgence of Clierokee ‘'mationalism'' that
hopes for a return of the days when Cherokees elected their own officials
and took part in making tribal decisions. They believe this @ st come
first. They are not entirely certain they want ;rosperity on the white
society's terns.

In vetween, the fact that thousands of Cherokees .ave becoie more
Oklahoman than Indian raises many questions. Some elements resist any
sort of change. Many seem totally indefferent.

Conservative element

Members of the Nighthawk Keetoowah Society, for example, represent
a persisting conservative element in the hill country. The name '"Keet-
oowah'" goes back maybe 3,000 years and refers to a concept of Indian
behavior that is furndamentally religious. The Keetoowah Society itself
was founded in 1858 and incorporated in 1905, The Nighthawk Keetoowahs
are an offshoot.

On *he other hand, Cherokees like Mr. Keen are actively concerned
about the future. They believe, as Mr. Keen himself emphasizes, that
Indian values and modern economic progress can thrive together.

"Now we have a culture hased on welfare,'" he says. '"It produces P
only a vicious circle. Already, due to this center, we have men who are
acquiring working habits. They have regained some lost human prestige.
Some of them, for the first time in their lives, have experienced the R
prestige of bringing home a weekly paycheck." . A

(From The Christian Science Monitor, by Kimmis Hendrick, 4/4/60) ;

PRIVILEGE and RESPONSIBILITY describe your presence at June 17th &
Primary Electior, when you will be asked to express your opinion on the
three referendum questions.

Next iontk read about A Changing Culture, howv the Eskimo adjusts.

Also read a review by the editor of The New Indians, author, Stan

CHaimam. A ranant ~Ff 1Mad Dawarldncarihine A erawine ander nf the TnAdi:
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EDITORIALS
(Continued from page 4)

and.incapable of having a say in their own destiny. Some Indians do
assimilate, but some do not, the choice should be left to each individual,

If the Republicans were truthful, the plank would have been worded.
suchthat the Republicans would have admitted that what they were really
seeking was to destroy what little the Maine Indians have left,

iS58 ironiq that the Preamble to the 1968 Maine GOP Platform
contains the words; '"Freedom of the individual, with equal optortunity
for all, is the key to the greatness of Maine and of our nation. The
state must adequately fulfill its obligation to assist those citizens
who are ingenuine need. At the same time, however, individual initiative,
responsitility and resourcefulness must be constantly encouraged."

The Newsletter suggests that instead of alienating the Indians,
along with other ainority groups, that the Republicans seek to deal
with the problems where they exist. When Portland and Waterville had.
urban renewal problems they attempted to deal with the problems where
they exited, and they did not assimilate their wvoor into other communities.
There is no reason why the Indian reservations should not he treated
similiarly by the State,

*

MONTHS OF THE YEAR

The Indians commence the year from the new moon preceding Christ-
mas; they count the monilhs by moons, and the first day of ea~ch new unioon
is the first day of the month. As in some years there are thirteen moons,
then the Indians skip the moon between July and August, and they call
it Abonamwikizoos (let this moon go.)

January.-*Onglusamwessit (it is very hard to get a living.)

February.- Taquask'nikizoos (moon in which there is crust on the

snow. )

March.- Pnhédamwikizoos (moon in which hens lay.)

April.- Amusswikizoos (moon in which we catch fish.)

May.- Kikkaikizoos (moon in which we sow.)

June .- Muskoskikizoos (moon in which we catch young seals.)

July.- Atchittaikizoos (moon in which the berfies are ripe.)

August .- Wikkaikizoos (moon in which there is a heap of eels

on the sand.)

September.-Moatchewadokkizoos (moon in which there are herds of

mooses, bears, &c.)

Octnber.- Assebaskwats (there is rice on the borders.)

November.- Abonomhsswikizoos (moon in which the frost-fish coues.)

December.- Ketchikizoos (the long moon.)

*This month was called formerly Mekwas'que (the cold is great);
but since they were aeprived of their rich settlaments in the Kennebic,
it is called as above., !

(Taken from theALNAMBAY ULI AWIKHIGAN, BY Father Tugene Vetromile,
either 1856 or 1858, Historian of Holy Cross College, .Jooster, Mass.
This is a prayer book with the Penobscot, liicmac, Passamaquoddy, and
Malecite words transkted. Given to me by my grandfather Evans Phillips)

*

It's not too late to subscribe to the Newsletter. Send in your
name and adress and zip code with the suoscription blank on the last
page. If ycu know of any friends or anybody who might be interested
send in their neames and we will send them a complimentary copy to

get them interested in what our Maine Indians are doing,
*
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

0ld Town, Maine
Dear Editor,

I was present at the meeting May 4, 1968 at Eastport, With the
State officials and Federal Officials and each Tribe officials, all I
could see as far as progress is concerned was things have been put down
on paper and submited. Now how long to wait?

I heard Senetor Becket express the need to improve the Prinston
Strip by making a show place of it by moving the Indians back up the i
hill., If I was a member of the Indians I would not allow the State to
say I had not made progress. I would show them that I have.

First by telling them the first home I had lived in was one A
rocm now I have three rooms and ten children. Then I would show my old
wood stove I used to use, now I have an oil stove which may blow up
any minute but this is progress. Then I would show them my sink with 3
a shinry faucet no water by a sink., Then I would show them ry bathroom
ficalities the one I had 20 yr ago was & pail out back, but now I have
a pail with a roof over it and a door. This same progress has also
been acomplished in 0ld Town. I do not live on the Island because there
is nb place to live there is no rents avalible trere all the progressive
homes are in use now.,

Thanks for hearing me out.

Phyllis McGeane

202 N. Brunswick St.

01d Town, Me. 04468
(E)itor's note: Thank you for saying it !)

Dear Eugenia:

I'm enclosing a clipping of Roger Ranco's answer to Raymond Moore's
claim that the Indians were getting lazy living off Welfare. It was on
the FRONT PAGE too! I've talked to some people at Pleasant Point and
they told me that quite a rfew people had to rely on Welfare because there
were no jobs available at the time. I'm enclosing his letter.

I also have good news to report. Ricker College is helping the
Houlton Indians in regards to housing, employment, and health services.
They hope to get an organizer from Houlton (who will be Indian) to
start the program. I will get the full particulars from Mr. Frederick
Heinze from Ricker. It took a long time, but it's finally happening.

In a year of so the Indians on the Houlton Flats will have all modern
facilities,

A dending you a letter I got from a Doris Diabo Melliadis and
undoubtly she thought I was the EBditor but I have written to her to
clarify this. The lists of forthcoming events may be beneficial to
someone within our circulation area. As I'm writing this, a man from
the Forestry Depte. is giving insrtuctions to five young men who are
studying to be firefighters. And they will get as high as $1.75 an hour
while learning. I don't have much news to report at this time but will.
have some next time.

I'11l sign off for now

L R S e

i e o oo

{

[ TN AT

Yours truly
Morris Brooks
(letor s note: See vage 16 for Roger Panco's letter to the editor of Q
the Bangor Daily News. Because it was pertinent, Roger's letter to 3
liorris will be included.)
(Letters to the Editor continued on page 13)
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A PASSAIACUODDY VIEUS RIGHTS AID ""ELFARE
by Kent Ward

liaine Indians have been made la2y by welfare programs, have been pushed
too hard on civil rights issues, are not the victims of discrimination that some
claim them to be, and realize that any hope of rising above their generally
low economic status is tied closely to education.

Those are not the provocative views of a non-Indian. Rather they belong
to a young member of the Passamaquoddy fribe, Raymond J. liocre, who left the
Pleasant Point Peservation at Perry to find work in Fangor.

lioore, 30, a former Indian constable and the father of six children ranging
in age from four to 13, is employed in the maintenance department at St. Joseph
Hospital and lives in Fangor.

) "I wouldn't move back to the reservation,” he said in an interview. “"This
is the first place I ever liked. Ve are well accepted in every way by my
fellow workers and my neighbors.* Stimulated by a series of articles which the

l'ews recently ran on the Passamaquoddies, Moore took the occasion to express
his thoughts on a number of things vital to his people, all the while calling
a spade a spade,

"The white man has made us lazy with all of this welfare business,’ Moore
charged. "I have been trying to make people understand that most of this assis-
tance should go to the old people. They are the ones who are struggling. But
there are too many Indian men from 16 to 40 years old collecting unemployment.

If you could get a handout on unemployment wculd you work?"

There are woods jobs in the Princeton area available, lMoore said, giving
a left-handed compliment to the job performance of Indians this way, "If you
can get them to work, you couldn't find a better man. But as things stand now,
the wrong ones are getting welfare and too much of it. It saddens me that these
young, able-bodied men are atusing this program....’

lMoore has other views too. On civil riglts: “Ever since this lawsuit
against PMassachusetts (for $150 million, charging violation of a 1794 treaty
with the Passamaquoddies) has teen in the works, we have teen pushed too much
on this civil rights business. Believe me, my people have knownwhat has been
going on in our relations with the state all these years. These people are not
dumb. Dut instead of erupting things, they didn't linow how to go about it to
get help.”

'"le knew what was going on and it was happening right in front of our
noses. But there is too much distrust in each and every one of us. If some
outside group comes along and says this and that, we would rather Lelieve thcm
than our own leaders."

‘Personally, I would have accepted some sort of an apology from the state
that things hadn't been just right, and a promise to start out new, rather than
tne way it is going now,’’ he declared,. This last remark was a reference to
counsel Moore says the Indians have been given on several occasions in. the past
by certain non-Indians to participate in sit-ins and protest marches to drav
attention to grievances.

On discrimination against Indians: '"There is more discrimination practiced
between the two reservations (Fleasant Point and Indian Township) than between
ny neople and the outside,’’ Moore said, in commenting upon a statement attrituted
to Yayne Mewell, another Passamaquoddy, that discrimination toward Indians is
rife in Washington County. "I have been accepted as well as anyone else in
ashington County,' he remarked. "I have never been refused anything. I have
walked into barbershops and the man has said 'next' and given me a wonderful
haircut. I have established credit in various places. As a matter of fact,

I wish it hadn't been so easy sometimes...."
'"As for the Vashington County courts, there definitely is no prejudice
(Continued on Page 12)
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(Continued from Page 11)
towards Indians as far as I can see. I personally know of many times while
I was constable that the judge was very lenient with Indians, explaining to them °
in many cases why he was fining them, and giving them extra time to pay,- he said,

On education: "Education is the most important thing right now. I want
my children to get a full education and that is my prime reason for getting away
from the reseusvation. I'm here, but somehow or other my heart is still dowm
there. I wish many times I could go back and do some good. But I am too late,
I have a grown family. The kids back home don't get too much encouragement
from home to finish high school, but I can promise you I am going to give my
children encouragement," said the young Passamaquoddy who dropped out of Shead
Mcmorial High School, Eastport, after about a year of high school. I didn't
realize these things until I moved away from the reservation. I was blinded
by life dovm there...."

A similar view on the value of an education was expressed by another Passa-
maquoddy in a letter to the News last week. Peter A. Mitchell, a former Passa-
maquoddy Tribal clerk who also now works at St. Joseph Hospital, commented on a
recent news story telling about the plans of Newell to return to the reservation
and counsel youth,

"This story represents for me a hope,' wrote Mitchell. "A friend, “ayne
Newell, shall be effective in his endeavor. His; task will not be an easy one
and his efforts will not always be appreciated from all quarters within the tribe."

"But Vayne is a man of strong conviction and I am certain he will not
permit criticism or adversity to deter his gcod purpose. My profound hope is
that he will be able to reach and convince Indian youth about the advantages of
a higher education."

(From the Bangor Daily Mews, 4/16/68. See Pages 18-20, April issue. - Ed.)

CURTIS SEEKS KXENNEDY HELP AT INDIAN AFFAIRS HEARING

(AP) - Gov. Curtis asked Sen lobert F. Kennedy Friday to come to Maine and
hold a hearing with his Senate Subcommittee on Indian Education. Curtis' office
said he has asked the llew York Democratic senator to help make all federal pro-
grams for Indians available to all Indians, including those whose reservations
are under state, and not federal, supervision. \

The requests were disclosed by Curtis' office in his absence on a Florida
vacation. They were included in a letter in which Curtis also included a sum-
mary of Indian education programs in Maine since July 1, 1966. That was when
the legislature transferred responsibility for Indian education from the State
Department of Health & Velfare to the Department of Education....

The announcement said the requests were made after Curtis consulted with
the Department of Indian Affairs, Department of Education and the Maine Indian
1rital Councils, Last January llth, it added, the Tribal Councils of the two
Passamaquoddy Indian Reservations in Yashington County unanimously passed a
resolution stating their wish to testify before the Kennedy subcommittee.

Such a hearing, Cnrtis said, could "provide a stimulus for new and creative
talking in the area of Indian education and suggest new methods and programs’
to develop greater opportunities. Maine also has a reservation for Penobscot
Indians, in 0ld Town.

"This state, whose tribes have no relationship with the federal government,
has suffered by not being involved in federal legislation to benefit American
Indians," the governor said. Earlier this week, Curtis' office announced that
he has asked governors of seven other states having substanial numbers of "state™
Indians to join Lim in urging Congress and federal agencies to eliminate the dis=
tinction and make all Indians eligiblc for all federal programs. He also made
the same request of Vice President Humphrey, who heads the newly created National
Council on Indian Upportunity. .

(From the Kennebec Journal, 4/20/68)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(Continued from page 10)

Dear Morris;

I received your letter and was pleased to hear that I am not
the only one that thought about answering that article that was in the
Bangor paper,

He will find out only too soon that he'll be going back to the
reservation old and unable to work,

. - I have been here in Bar Harbor since June 1956 and I know how
it is to be on your own, and I know it is not a bed of roses. I'm
sure you must know too.

No I wouldn't mind if you sent the clipning to Fugenia Thompson
as I'm sure .she would be more than glad to nut it in “the NeusIétter.

I have been wanting to come down to see some of my old friends
at the Point but I have been pretty busy. I haven't been there in about
8 or 9 years, I probably wouldn't know anybody down there now.

I have been pretty active in politics, I am on the Town Comm.,
County Comm., and I am a Delegate to the State Convention that is to be
held in Augusta May 17th & 18th. Oh yes Denocrate too.

Well I hope you keep in touch as I would like to know how things
are going.

Sincerely yours,
Roger Ranco
Dear Eugenia:

No doubt, you have read of the arrest which followed the diling
of the Indian land case in court,

If you feel that is is a good idea to reprint any of the newspaper
articles concerning this obvious frame-up, I'd greatly appreciate your
letting me know, so that I could write something, or suggest to a friend
to write something, setting forth the true gist of what the smear is all
about, which you could publish alongside of any reprint you may have
intended to run.

Needless to say, further circulation of these stories about my
arreat isn't going to help me get a fair trial. But, as I say, if you
feel that you want to run one of them, I'd appreciate your letting me
know so that I can try to set the record straight in your same issue.

Thanks for every thoughtful consideration. Even though, from
what you have robably seen in the paper, things may look badly on this
score, they aren't _Lhat way at all, you can be sure,

Regards, '

Don Gellers
(Editor's note: Unfortunately the March issue of the Newsletter came
out a few days(with the article, page 12) before the arrival of Mr. Gellers
letter. A subsequent telephone call was made to request that he reply .
anyway. The April issue was held, pending his reply, but as Mr. Gellers
related the harm was done, and it was too late., What more can a person
say than, " I am innocént.")

LDear Mrs. Thompson-
I would like to receive all issues since the December issue, if
this 4ds possible.
Once again. thank you for all your help for my Boston Globe article
on the Passamaquoddys. last November,
Wishing you much success with the Newsletter,
Sincerely yours,
Andrea Scherimer
(Letters continued on page 1%4)

B




(14)

Dear Sir:

At a training program held in February and March at the University
of.Wisconsin, I made the acquaintance of Mr. Morris Brooks, Passamaquoddy
Tribe--Princeton, Maine. He told me much about the problems of American
Indians and told me also of your newsletter. He gave ule an old issue
to read but I would like to receive the Newsletter regularly., I am en-
closing $2.00 If the subscription is more than this, please advise.

I am howneful, that in reading how other groups deal with the variety
of problems facing the poor, I may be better able to deal effectively
with the problems in my own area. e are (the Facility) a two-county
community Action Agency sponsored by OEO.

Sincerely,

Constance S. Munson, coordinator

Fulmont Neighborhood Centers

Dear Eugenia Thompson,

We tried twice unsucessfully to meet vith you at your houe.

You are as much on the move as are we and sowill hope that we can:
can meet you some time in the future.

Your publishing of our SWEETGRASS las: summer (see May and June
Newsletter, THE TOUCH OF SWEETGRASS by A.E. McInnis) was a pleasant
surprize to us and we have wondered what the reaction to it .by your
readers were ?

The real treasure of our People, the Amerindian lies in the treasure
of their poetry, music, legends, and handicrafts. +Ye sometiues suspect
the sparkle in some eyes is not concern for his Brother the redman but
more the sparkle of whatever silver wight be obtained from them,

Could you send a copy of one of your issues t8...

Enclosed is a clipping from National Fisherman. Thought you mizght
be interested in thisé Indian girl.

We were entertained royally by another Indian girl--your charm- ‘
filled daughter,
She very seriously introduced us to her little warrior brother. We
asked, "Where did you find him ? We would like very much to find one
like him,"

She answered, "found him in the garden under a cabbage plant." -4

We wouldn't want to disillusion her but we looked all over our g
garden and found nothing half so nice as her little brother,

Sincerely,

A.E.McInnis
(Editor's note: we are looking forward to meeting you, and talking with
with you about Indian things. Your article about sweetgrass brought to
life, the manner of the Indian. «e have an old sweetgrass comb, which
use was made more meaningful by your article. I, too, believe that money
is the root of all evil, this we can observe throughout our (Indian)
wistory. The sparkle all too often turns into evil glint, when something
is gotten through no effort. No effort being the breaking of treaties,
counterfeiting of deeds, exchanging with beads, etc. Now that the land
is almost gone, the use is taken out of it, and what price is paid for
pollution of the waters, desecration of the forests, and other debasement
Nothing, the state hides its tribal accounts, the industries fails to i
clean up after themselves, all for nothing. Thank God we still have ourgs
Reservations. Let's try and help to keep them clean. Maybe it's a good
thing that industries have not invaded our lands, otherwise, we'd be
dirty, and cur eyes would be full of glint, too !)

(Letters, continued on page 15) B
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Dear Gentlemen,

All the European friends of American Indian culture and life, united in
the IFI -~ Interessengemeinschaft flr Indianerkunde (German Association
on American Indian Culture), draw your attention to the most important
fact that this organization has joined as associate organization the
NCAI - National Congress of Auerican Indians in Jashington, D.C.

The NCAI is the only private, national organization of the Indian people
tyemselve§, where the voting and programming is liwited to legally recog-
nized Indians, and that attempts to keep track of Indian legislation.

?he.IEI on the other side is the only organization of the Indian interested
individuals as well as institutions in Germany, and is respected through-

out the whole of Europe as the unified voice of the Indian interested
persons.

4ith the joining of the IFI to the NCAI the Indian tribes of North America
have guined a representative for their interests in Europe which will
support actively their efforts concerning the economic and social approach
to the living standard of the free world. 3Beyond this it will be an im-

portant contribution to the European-American correlations in cultural
life.

Already at present the role of the NCAI is a very imnortant one in all
fields of Indian life. In the future they should become an organization
respected throughout the Indian community and throughout the non-Indian
community as the unified voice of the Indian people, and they should re-
flect the dignity, wisdom, and endurance that traditionally characterize
the Indian people.

Therefore the European friends of American Indian people beg you urgently
to give your assistance to the
National Congress of American Indians
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.w.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Room 1019 225=5582
that they should have the potential for becoming the leader of the Indian
people, and for becoming the unified speaker which the Indian tribes had
to miss in their long history.
Sincerely yours,
A.Sl. s Thul'in

pP.s. The IFI is very interested in your work asssisting the American In-
dian tribes, and therefore would appreciate your contact informing them
about your aims in the fields of education and community development,
econnmic progress, research and information, and legislation for the
protection and advancement of all Indians. Thank you!

NCAI%zKontakstelle:

Axel Schulze-Thulin

5463 Unkel a. Rhein

Auf dem Rheinbichel 12

Germany

(Editor's note: The NCAI was founded in November, 1944, so that "Indians
themselves could freely express their views and wishes. on national leg-
islation and policy." The "United Natioas of the tribes,'" representing
at various times, frow forty to more than one hundred different tribes
and bands. Has non-Indian, non-voting aembers. This quote was taken frcu
The New Indians, bu Stan Steiner, Harper and Row, 1968)
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AMFRICA IS FUZIIVGY

.

Our beloved country is aflame. Aflame with the fire of hate and violernce.
Vhat has happened to a land - given by God - and once so serene - and beautiful? .
Ceauty no longer exists. eauty is marred Ly fires burning in ovr cities.

It is marred ty the winds of men who advocate racism and marred by leaderless
minorities who lash out with violence as a final desperate alternative.

This great land talien by force from my people is now immersed in an inter-
nal strife of its own doing. The American Iadian of today looks and watches
the Leloved land of his birth with pain and grea: sorrow. Our Fathers fought
valiantly against the first intruders of another land. They fought but finally
vielded to overwhelming tactics and superior arms. Over the years, some of
us accepted the ways of life of the new and dominating society. Yet there are
some of us who never will accept nor ever find the heart to forgive for injustices
inflicted against us.

And today, American burns. Its very ‘'conscience’’ burns and shows. And
we can only look with great pity.

Peter A. liitchell

Passamaquoddy Tribe

Pleasent Point Reservation
From the Portland Sunday Telegram, 4/14/68. The Telegram of May 5th reported
as follows:

Pep. Bill Hathaway of Auburn, who represents the Second District, reads
the 'Letters to the Editor’’ of the Sunday Telegram. He was especially touched
Ly the communication from Peter A, Mitchell of the Passamaquoddy Trilte's Pleas-
ant Point Reservation. So much so that he placed it in the Appendix of the
Congressional Record.

Hathaway commented: “llot without pain can ve resad hidtery's documentation
of our treatment of the American Indian - and we are prome to rationalize that
the fate of a free nation demanded some sacrifice. The letter to the editor
of the lMaine Sunday Telegram serves to remind us of an obligation which yet
remains unfilled. Fever tefore have I read such a poignant reminder of the
injustice inflicted upon these forgotten Americans.’

"In hopes that it will arouse the heartstrings of uwuderstanding lying
dormant in yet too many Americans, I commend this letter to the attention of
my colleagues. Then, may we get on with the task cf repairing, rather than
rationalizing, the weaknesses in the structure of the American dream. America's
future depends upon it."

Y110 LAZIER THAN OTHERS

To the Editor:

I am writing you to express my opinion on the interview Kent Ward had
with Raymond Moore. (See Page 11-12, this issue.) First of all, I am a Penob-
scot Indian now living in Rar Harbor and hate been for 12 years.

I don't believe that the Maine Indians have bteen any lazier than any other

veople, tlack or white, due to welfare programs. I agree with Mr. Pioore that
the assistance should be for the older people and those who are unable to work
physically.

I also agree that there are Indian men 16 and 40 years of age collecting
unemployment. I also know you have to work so much before you can be entitled,
to drawv unemployment.

Mr. Moore mentioned something about the suit of $150 million agaiast Mau?
achusetts, charging violation of the 1794 treaty with the Passamaquoddy Indiansg;
I would like to know for myself what became of $50,000 the State of Maine paid
for the purchase of 4 Townships mentioned in the June 10, 1823 treaty and the
interest, reckoning from the date thereof, that was deposited in the State Trea
Lnd Roger Lanco (Dangor News, 4/19/63)

)
3
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LITTLE IiDIAIY CIRL CAUSES LIGC ZTROUILE
by Hal Humphrey

HOLLYWOOD - Buffy Sainte-Marie, the folk singer and a sprig of a girl,
has singlehandedly upset a long-standing Hollywood tradition. A Cree Indian
hersélf, she insisted when hired to act in an episode of '"The Virginian'' that
all 50 other Indian parts in it be cast with real Indians too.

This was an unheard-of request, because it is a well-known fact in film
circles here that real Indians never play Indians in westerns. tThe Screen
Extras Guild has a large assortment of Mexicans, Italians and mixtures who pass
as Indians in all movies and V. Even Denny Rubin, the Jewish comedian, has
played an Indian.

The only exception to this Kollywood rule is Jay Silverheels, the Mohawlk
Indian who played Tonto in the "Lone Ranger" for many seasons. Jay, incident-
ally, has an Indian Actors orkshop, but has had trouble getting his graduates
into the guild so they can find work.

""fhey always use the excuse that real Indians can't be found,'" says Miss
Sainte-Marie, "but I have made it so they cannot say that any more. Do you
know there are 20,000 Indians in the Los Angeles area, representing 110 dif-
ferent tribes?"

This whole magilla began when Joel Rogosin, producer of ''The Virginian,'
spotted Miss Sainte-Marie on Johnny Carson's show and decided she would make a
good actress for a story he had about an Indian girl whom the Grainger family
in "The Virginian" sends to school for an ecucation, then brings back to the
reservation Rogosin was a little surprised, Lut agreed to her request that
the 40 or 50 other Indian roles also bte filled with real live Indianms. He
agreed, not knowing how tough it would be.

"I guess the agents and the guild gave him trouble,' says Miss Sainte-
larie, smiling. ''It's teen expediency and pressure from the agencies, plus
ignorance and insensitivity, that's kept Indians from acting. That and the
fact they don't know how lousy the other actors are when they try to play Indians.'

For a leading man to play opposite Miss Sainte-Marie, Rogosin suggested
David Carradine, who is supposed to be one-eighth Indian, but she demurred
firmly. Even Harry "elafonte, a friend of lMiss Sainte-Marie, would not do
(""He wouldn't want to anyway,' she says), so finally lled Romero was chosen.

He is mostly Blackfoot.

After a band of real Indians was assembled, Miss Sainte-Marie then insis-
ted they be costumed perfectly and not the way Hollywood usually sees the Ind-
ian. (Even real Shoshone language is used.) the next thing Miss Sainte-Marie
accomplished was a change in the script, which originally had her offended by
the filth and poverty when she came back to the reservation.

'"lhat she would be afraid of is trying to teach her people what she
learned while away at school, because she does not telieve what the white man
teaches," explains Miss Sainte-Marie.

By  this time, Rogosin was ready to change the script, or anything else,
to get ''The Herltage," as the episode is called, completed tefore he was called
on the mat at Universal to explain the budget. Miss Sainte-Marie in the mean-
time is as happy as any Indian can be. She sings Indian protest songs in her
coticert repertoire, but says this TV show is the first time she has really
felt she has achieved something for her people.

"The public doesn't know that Indians have undreamed-of talents to con-
tribute to our society, and acting in films is only part of it. They will
see when this show is on the air next fall the difference between real Indians
and the Hollywood kind, because every Indian in ''The Virginian'" is a real Ind-
ian," says Miss Sainte-Marie. As proof of how serious she 1s about this bus-
iness of letting Indians play Indians, Miss Sainte-Marie has turned down parts

in 4 feature films because no other genuine Indians were going to be employed.
(From the St. Peterchuro. Fla Timear HI/28/A8 - anbmitrad her 0 ~andas \
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MOHAVWK INDIANS WIN A PROMISE OF BILL GIVING THEM SCHOOL VOTE
by Homer Eigart

HCGANSBURG, N.Y., April 26 - The 2,222 St. Regis Mohawks who live in a
small reservation on the Canadian frontier along the south bank of the St. Law-
rence River, seem about to score a landmark victory in the long struggle of
New York State Indians for a basic civil right.

Yesterday, after a school boycott that began Monday, the Indians extracted
from state officials a promise of legislation, giving them for the first time
the right to vote in school board elections. At present, none of the 15,000
Indians living on nine reservations in the state have any voice in the running
of schools,

At the close of a long meeting with tribal chiefs and parents, John R.
Hathorn, state coordinator of Indian Affairs, indicated he would support the
enabling legislation. Assemblyman Glenn H. Harris, Republican of Canada Lake,
promised the Indians he would draft the bill immediately.

It took all day for the State Dept. of Education to determine whether
the proposed bill would run afoul of any treaty agreements with the Mohawks.

At 5 P.M., Lou Welsh, counsel for the education department, telephonec from
Albany that the bill was legal...

The Indians want something more than participation in school board elec-
tions, according to Chief John A. Cook. They want a voice in the selection
of the site for the new addition to the Salmon River Central School. They want
more emphasis on English. They want better teachers and an improved curriculum
And they want a de-escalation of physical training.

"Our kids spend 40 minutes every school day in the gym,'" complained Mrs.
Vhite (chairman of the protest committee). "They don't need it; they live in
the country. They ought to spend more time improving their vocabulary.'...

Outside, about 20 adult Indians in coats and windbreakers formed a picket
line. They carried signs that read: ''They teach democracy in school. Yhy
don't they apply it to Indians?" ""Better administration; better supervision"
and "Indians will go on warpath for our children." The school was closed be-
cause the boycott was totally effective.

The picket line was in itself a rare phenomenon, the chief reported. "We
have never before had a demonstration, let alone a toycott,' he said. The
Mohawks, he said, are notably conserwative, patriotic and inclined to be hawkish |
on the Vietnam war....He spoke proudly today of the fact that unemployment
among Mohawks is lower than the prevailing jobless rate in communities off
the reservation, and noted that some 250 tribal members were working throughout
the country as structural steel workers.

(From the New York Times, 4/27/68 - submitted by a reader.)

INDIAN BAEY NAMED AT RITUAL

In an ancient Narragansett Indian ceremony, which included smoke rituals
to ward off evil spirits, Christopher Weeden, four weeks old, was named 'Wise
Speaker’’ yesterday at the Tomaquag Indian Museum, Hepkinton.

The son of Tall Oak of the Narragansett Tribe and Cammetah of the Cape
Cod Wampanoag Tribe, otherwise known as Mr. and Mrs. Everett G. Veeden of
Charlestown, was the main attraction at the rituals which followed the annual
cornplanting ceremony at the museum. About 200 palefaces witnessed a number
of Indian dances...which were performed by members of 9 tribes.

Participating were the Malaceet, Schatocoke, Wyndotte, Wampanoag, Pequot,
Navajo, Mohawk, Mohican and Narragansett tribes. Tall Oak did the chanting
for the dances. Princess Red Wing of the Narragansett Tribe, who lives at the
museum and is caretaker there for the Northeast American Indian Council, said.
the public is always welcome to attend ceremonies at the museum.

(From the Providence. R.T.. .Tournal. 5/A/AR)
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COLBY TO AID INDIANS GET SCHOLARSHIPS

AUGUSTA (AP) - Colby College has promised “special consideration' for
scholarship aid to any Maine Indian boy or girl recommended by the Department
of Indian Affairs, Commissioner Edward C. Hinckley said Thursday.

Hinckley said he has been canvassing the colleges trying to get such
help for qualified Indian youth, The State Board of Education has established
a policy of accepting one qualified Maine Indian each year at each of the five
(state) colleges (on a full scholarship).

J.0.Rosenthal, Colby's associate dean of students, told Hinckley in a
letter that the college would not wish to set aside funds specifically for one
group of people because of the danger of burdening other funds unduly. But
he quoted a policy statement that the financial aid committee "will be most
happy to consider for scholarship any Maine Indian who meets the academic qual-
ifications for admission."

The statement continued: '"We are in complete sympathy with such a program
and will give special consideration to any candidate recommended by the Office
of the Commissioner...The amount of the financial aid will depend upon tke
need of the candidate up to a maximum of $3.600 per academic year."

(From the Bangor Daily News, 5/17/68)

ANTHROPOLOGIST TO AIR POSSIBILITIES OF
WRITING PASSAMAQUODDY LANGUAGE

PRIICFTOIl - A spokesman for the Passamaquoddy Community Action program
announced Thursday night that Dr. Willard “alker, professor of anthropology
at YWesleyan University, Middletown, Conn., will be the featured speaker June
1st at 7:00 P.M. at Woodland High School to discuss the history and language
of the Passamaquoddies.

Mrs. William Kendall of Princeton, a member of the Indian Community Action
program board of directors, said Dr. Walker will outline to Indians and all
others at the public meeting the possibilities of turning the yet unwritten
Fassamaquoddy Indian language into a meaningful, gramatically-written pattern.
He also will review the history and creative culture of the descendants of the
great Algonquin Indian nation now existing as branches of the Abnaki tribe.

Virginia Pottle, also of the Indian CAP board, pointed out that the meet-
ing will be held under the sponsorship of Superintendent of Schools Ozias Brigham.
She urged the public and especially the parents of high school age pupils in the
Princeton and Woodland area to attend and become better informed on Indian cul-
ture, She also suggested the informational meeting cculd help ease the transi-
tion of Princeton High School students into the Woodland school system this
coming September. (Bangor Daily News, 5/13/68)

MAINE INDIAN GIRL TO STUDY LAW AT UNM

AUGUSTA (AP) - A 25-year-old Penobscot Indian woman graduate of the Univer-~
sity of Maine is the first eastern Indian accepted in a New Mexico Special
Scholarship Program in Law for American Indians, the Maine Dept. of Indian Affaixs
said Monday.

Miss Donna Byers, daughter of Mrs. Alberta R. Nicola of Indian Island,
0ld Town, will attend the intensive ‘pre-law' seminar starting June 17 at the
I'niversity of New Mexico. She hopes to enroll in the University of Maine Law
School in Portland and specialize in Maine Indian law. She 1s a 1965 graduate
of the U. of M., majoring in political science, and during the past year has
been a resident counselcr at the Poland Spring Job Corps Center for women.

Dean Fdward S. Godfrey of the law school told Indian Affairs Commissioner

(Continued on Page 20)
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(Continued from Page 19)
Edward C. Hinckley that any Maine Indian completing the Uil4 summer program
and accepted by the U. of M. Law School would be recommended for full tuition
scholarship, Hinckley said.

Miss Pyers will be the first eastern Indian to take part in the UNM progrem
he said. Last year, 18 applicants from 13 tribes were accepted. Nine were
eligible for law school admission and seven were admitted and now are regular
law students, (Bangor Daily News, 5/21/68)

<. " MAINE INDIANS GET WATER, SEWER AID

WASHII'GTON (AP) - Grants totaling $433,560 to help finance construction
of water and sewer facilities for two communities on the Passamaquoddy Indian
reservations in Maine were announced VWednesday by the Economic Development Ad-
ministration.

A $282,960 grant is for expansion of the water system and construction
of a sewer system and sewage-treatment facilities at Pleasant Point. A $149,600
grant will help build a water system, water-treatment facilities and sewers at
Peter Dana Point. (Lewiston-Auburn Sun, 4/18/68)

NEWUS FROl{ HERE AID THERE

- Stephen E. Mitchell of Indian Island, Ol1d Town, was elected a national
vice president in Kappa Delta Phi Fraternity during the Fraternity's annual
convention in New York City last week. Mitchell serves as vice president of
Lambda Chapter at Husson College; he is editor of the student newspaper, ''The
Husson Ledger,' and he is secretary to the Dean of Men. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Theodore Norris Mitchell of Indian Island.

- 75-year-old Passamaquoddy Legislative Representative George Francis, of
Pleasant Point, has joined the Poor People's March on Washington, and was met
in Boston on the first leg of his journey by Rev. Ralph Abernathy of the SCLC.
Miss Deanna Francis, a Passamaquoddy from Pleasant Point who is a student at
the University of Maine in Portland talked with Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey |
on his arrival in Augusta on May 17th, telling him of the plight of her tribe.
Miss Francis also participated in a symposium on Race Relations in Maine, held
at Gorham State College on May 15th.

A Coalition of American Indian Citizens, with main offices in Denver,
has been organizing Indian participation - particularly among the western t=ibes-
in the Poor People's Campaign on Washington,''recognizing that the growing revol-
ution of poor people is not an issue of race, class or culture, but a moral
issue in the most basic sense - the right of people to live and to live how the
choose." :

- Franklin Wright, a columnist for the Portland Evening Express commenting
upon Maine's current fight for off-shore oil exploration rights, made reference
to the Passamaquoddy Claims Case, now in Massachusetts court: ""Jouldn't it be
strange if Maine pushed to victory on its crown charter claim and made a bundle
from the oil reserves off its shore, then had to pay all it made to settle the =
argument with the Indians?...But I have great confidence in politicians. If f
the Indians got all that money, the legislature would find some way of collect-
ing back taxes for 150 years.' (Portland Evening Express, 5/2/68)

- Shoshone Chief Herman St. Clair, 67, Fort Washakie, Wind River Reserva-
tion, Wyoming, has become the first American Indian in Wyoming to be appointed
to the local draft board, following an order by Selective Service Chief Lewis
B. Hershey that representation be provided for members of minority groups.
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